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Kinston City Council Minutes Monday, August 3, 2020

= ACTION AGENDA |

1. Conduct a Public Hearing to Amend the Unified Development Ordinance (Section
T 10,2 )~ e Adam Short
THIS ITEM IS CONTINUED FROM JULY 21, 2020

Adam Short, Director of Planning, Inspections, and Code Enforcement shared that this changes a
requirement in the ordinance for group homes and family care homes to have a buffer of one-half
mile and noted he has had no public comments within the time frame from the last meeting until
now.

Mayor Hardy closed the Public Hearing at 5:43 pm.

Councilmember Aiken expressed his concerns with the one-half mile distance and layout of the
building. He recommended maintaining the ordinance as it is.

Mayor Hardy asked what the recommendation of the Planning Board was, and Mr. Short
responded that the Board recommended denial of the request.

Councilmember Swinson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
roll call vote (Councilmembers Suggs, Swinson, Hardy, and Aiken — Yes) of [4-0], the
request to amend the Unified Development Ordinance (Section 7.16.2) was denied.

2. Conduct a Public Hearing to Amend the Unified Development Ordinance (Section 6.5)
and continue to August 17, 2020 -- Adam Short

Adam Short, Director of Planning, Inspections, and Code Enforcement stated that the request is
to add an allowance for small engine repair in [-B (Industrial Business) zoning district. At
present, this is only allowed in B-1 (General Business) which is essentially the Vernon Avenue
corridor and the general highway commercial zoning district. The I-B (Industrial Business) is
leaning toward industrial usage and Mr. Short stated he felt if small engine repair was allowed in
B-1(General Business) it should also be allowed in I-B (Industrial Business).

Councilmember Aiken asked if motorcycles, riding lawnmowers, and things of that nature were
considered small engines and Mr. Short said they were.

Councilmember Hardy asked if this request was for a specific area. Mr. Short stated it was out
near the new hotel, closer towards Lowes. Mr. Aiken shared concern regarding having items not
repaired causing the area to resemble a junkyard. Mr. Short related that the description in the use
table was that there was to be no outdoor display and storage of goods. Mayor Hardy asked what
the violation of outdoor storage was, and Mr. Short said the civil penalty was $50 per day for the
duration of the violation.

Councilmember Hardy asked if this business opened, would it benefit the County more than the
City. Mr. Short responded that it would be a new business that would bring sales tax, utilities,
etc. to the City. The only potential negative is the storage that is addressed in the ordinance. Mr.
Hardy stated that this was asked so the viewing audience would understand that new business
was an opportunity for the City to gain revenue.
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Councilmember Swinson asked if the property in question was fenced. Mr. Short said the
building takes up most of the property. He stated there is not a lot of I-B zoning throughout the
City, but this would affect all I-B zoning. This is currently allowed in B-1 and would make
sense to allow it in a more industrialized zoning district.

Councilmember Aiken asked what the building was used for before. Mr. Short said he was
contacted through a real estate agent, speaking of general buildings in the area and he thought the
building had been vacant for a while.

Councilmember Swinson asked if this was allowed were there any loopholes for anything we
may not want in the future. Mr. Short stated he felt that this was safe with keeping the use
entirely inside the building and enclosed but could not say there would not be any impact on
adjacent properties. This is what comes with the territory in Industrial zoning districts.

Councilmember Hardy asked if there were any concerns from other occupants in the area. Mr.
Short stated this was not a request for a specific property but a change to the ordinance that
addresses all properties within the City. Unlike a Condition Use Permit, we do not notify
addresses in the area. This will make it a permitted use and would not require any additional
notification.

Mr. Sears stated this was the same as the previous request heard and the request for the stage on
Highway 70; this would make changes in all the districts and is not for one property.

Councilmember Swinson asked was the time frame for the Public Comments the same as the last
hearing. Mr. Sears stated comments for the hearing would be open until roughly 6:00 pm on
August 4, 2020. He also shared that comments could be made by visiting the City’s website,
contacting the clerk, or Mr. Short.

Councilmember Aiken clarified that the Public Hearing was advertised in the newspaper and Mr.
Short added that it was in the newspaper with a link to submit public comments.

Councilmember Swinson shared a question posed to him through Facebook asking would this
affect the hotel in any way. Mr. Sears stated it would not.

Councilmember Aiken made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Suggs and upon a
roll call vote (Councilmembers Aiken, Hardy, Swinson, and Suggs — Yes) of [4-0], the
Public Hearing was opened at 5:57 pm.

The Public Comment submission process will be held open until Tuesday, August 4, 2020, at
5:57 pm. And be continued until Monday, August 17, 2020.

James Cauley, City Attorney asked for confirmation that there were no public comments
submitted. Mr. Short and Ms. Thompson stated they had not received any public comments.
Councilmember Aiken reiterated that the Public Hearings were advertised in the newspaper.

2. Consider Property Bid for Honeysuckle Lane, Lot 2, and Authorize Upset Bid--------
Adam Short
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Adam Short, Director of Planning, Inspections, and Code Enforcement stated a bid was received
from Ms. LaToya Smith to purchase Lot 2 on Honeysuckle Lane, Kinston, NC. The bid amount
was for $1,000 and was provided in a full security deposit in a cashier’s check. This will start
the process and authorize the attorney to start the process for upset bids.

Councilmember Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Swinson and upon
a roll call vote (Councilmembers Swinson, Suggs, Hardy, and Aiken — Yes) of [4-0], the
property bid for Honeysuckle Lane, Lot 2 and authorization for the upset bid process was
approved.

Mr. Short introduced a second property bid.

The bid was from Ms. Theon Hardy for $100 for one-tenth of an acre parcel on Thompson Street
and has been secured for the full amount in a cashier’s check.

Councilmember Aiken asked if the cost to advertise was around $300 and Mr. Cauley stated it .
was closer to $400-$500. Mr. Aiken stated that we would not cover our expenses with the bid

presented. Councilmember Hardy asked what the cost was for us to maintain the property. Mr.

Short stated it was a couple of hundred dollars per year. Mr. Cauley asked for the address or a

PIN Number and Mr. Short gave a record number as 6619 and the appraised value is $3,000. He

noted that the appraised value of most of our properties is around that amount regardless of size.

Mr. Sears shared that in the past Council has stated a minimum bid amount. Mr. Cauley shared

that the tax card states it has been in City ownership since 2016.

Mr. Aiken asked if the Council would go case by case or as Mr. Sears said, will we at least cover
attorney fees and advertisement ($00-$500) and would the Council want to set a certain price
minimum on future bids.

Councilmember Hardy made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Aiken and upon a
roll call vote (Councilmembers Suggs, Swinson, Hardy, and Aiken — Yes) of [4-0], that Ms.
Theon Hardy be allowed to purchase the property (6619) for $500 was approved.

Mr. Sears noted that Ms. Hardy would have to agree to purchase the property at the $500 amount
and it would also be subject to the upset bid process. He stated that bidding starts at $500. Mr.
Short related that he would communicate that to Ms. Hardy, and she could resubmit at our next
meeting.

4, Consider Adopting Ordinance for E9125 Queen Street Bridge Replacement Project
Budget Amendment Donna Goodson

Donna Goodson, Finance Director stated that in the July 20th meeting the City Council approved
streetlight design for streetlamps that the NC Department of Transportation has agreed to
reimburse. This budget amendment adds the cost of $110,000 to the existing E9125 project.

Mayor Hardy asked when the work would start. Ms. Barwick answered that the vendor will be
contacted tomorrow, and the order will be placed. The vendor has said it will take 8-10 weeks
for the poles and the fixtures arrive. Mr. Sears said hopefully we will have them up by the fall
season.
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